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Opinions prescribed by the Accounts Commission on Management Commentary and Annual 
Governance Statement of Assurance 
In my opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit: 

¶ the information given in the Management Commentary for the financial year for which the financial
statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements and that report has been prepared in
accordance with statutory guidance issued under the Local Government in Scotland Act 2003; and

¶ the information given in the Annual Governance Statement of Assurance for the financial year for which the
financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements and that report has been
prepared in accordance with the Delivering Good Governance in Local Government: Framework (2016).

Matters on which I am required to report by exception 
I am required by the Accounts Commission to report to you if, in my opinion: 

¶ adequate accounting records have not been kept; or

¶ the financial statements and the audited part of the Remuneration Report are not in agreement with the
accounting records; or

¶ I have not received all the information and explanations I require for my audit; or

¶ there has been a failure to achieve a prescribed financial objective.

I have nothing to report in respect of these matters. 

Conclusions on wider scope responsibilities 
In addition to my responsibilities for the annual accounts, my conclusions on the wider scope responsibilities 
specified in the Code of Audit Practice, including those in respect of Best Value, are set out in my Annual Audit 
Report. 

Use of my report 
This report is made solely to the parties to whom it is addressed in accordance with Part VII of the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973 and for no other purpose. In accordance with paragraph 120 of the Code of 
Audit Practice, I do not undertake to have responsibilities to members or officers, in their individual capacities, 
or to third parties. 

Brian Howarth, Audit Director 
Audit Scotland 
4th Floor 
8 Nelson Place 
Glasgow 
G2 1BT 
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